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A Review on Trajectory of Migration Policies in China:
from 1949 to 2019

LU Jixia WANG Dongsheng WU Lijuan

Abstract Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China seventy years ago policies on population migration and

mobility have undergone many changes in different periods. Correspondingly China’s population migration and mobility also

presents periodic dynamic changes in terms of nature speed direction and scale. Before the 1980s China’s population mi—

gration was mainly in the inter—regional and urban-to-rural migration. But since then population mobility has characterized

with individual or family based migration from rural to urban. In a word the policies of population migration and mobility

have experienced a relatively complex evolution from strict restrictions on migration to gradual liberalization of mobility

and from control on mobility to guidance for the migration of people from rural to urban areas and finally to promote the ur—

banization of migrant workers in cities and encourage returned migrants to start their businesses and being employed locally.

The connotation of these policies reflects the different needs of national economic and social development in different periods

and also shows the social mobility system in China has been more and more open and improved.
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