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Fig.1 Operational mechanism of smart growth
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Fig.2 Governmental top-down soft control of capital and guidelines and maintain mechanism of public order
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Fig.3 Promotion mechanism of cooperation and competition
between government and interest group
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Fig.4  Feedback and supervision mechanism of implementation based on the citizens’ right
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Fig.5 Whole network information release mechanism which the electric medium as the center
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Abstract: Implementation of smart growth provides the valuable experience for land intensive development
and urban renewal in China. However, there is scant theoretical research focusing on the actual operation mech-
anism of smart growth policy. Existing literature on the applicability of American smart growth under China’s
context primarily focuses the demonstration of policy rationality and how to make it localize and ignore the lo-
cal operational mechanism which helps the macro policy achieve good effects. This research believes that the
primary reason why American urban space achieves smart growth is largely due to the polycentric governance.
This study firstly defines the stakeholders of polycentric governance (i.e. government, interest group, civil soci-
ety and electric media), as well as their occupied resources, interest demand and value norm. Besides, it further
divides these stakeholders into two groups in accordance with their relations with land rights. Then it establish-
es the well-rounded supporting system, including fund supporting, technology supporting and information sup-
porting. Such comprehensive supporting system illustrates how the resources exchange among different stake-
holders enable them achieve their objectives within the polycentric governance network. Furthermore, this re-
search summarizes 4 operational mechanism of smart growth, including governmental top-down soft control of
capital and guidelines and maintain mechanism of public order, promotion mechanism of cooperation and com-
petition between government and interest group, feedback and supervision mechanism of implementation
based on the citizens’ right, and whole network information releasing mechanism with the electric medium as
the center. Such 4 operation mechanism enable the smart growth policy obtain great achievements on control-
ling of urban sprawl. In the final part, this study rethinks and makes a comparison on land development be-
tween China and America to point out useful suggestion on the path of China’s urban growth, which combines
intensive incremental land expansion and stock renewal.

Key words: polycentric governance; smart growth; stakeholder; support system; operational mechanism



