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Fig.1 The framework of future urban research based on “human-oriented driven and data supported”
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The Discussion of Urban Research in the Future;
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Abstract: Technological innovation is constantly changing the process of urban development, and the emer-
gence of big data has attracted great attention of urban researchers. Some people believe that data will become
the main driving force of future urban research. However, the development stage of human society and the his-
torical transformation of urban research indicate the humanistic trend of future urban development. So, are fu-
ture urban studies data driven or human-oriented driven? What is the relationship between them and the direc-
tion of future urban research? Firstly, this article reviews the traditional urban research and points out the limi-
tations of methodological and data usage, which paid more attention on social-economic development instead
of individuals’ needs. Secondly, it summarizes the big data booming in urban research field, and then put for-
ward the argument of “data driven or human-oriented driven?”. Thirdly, the relationship between data and hu-
man-oriented in future urban research is analyzed from 3 aspects: the limitations of big data, the arrival of
smart society and the trend of future urban development. Fourthly, the research paradigm of “human-oriented
driven and data supported” is proposed. Finally, it also builds a new framework of future urban research from

three aspects of residents' life, enterprise production and government governance.

Key words: data driven; human-oriented driven; future city; urban research



