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Reconstruction of Shanghai City Public Center System from the Perspective
of Metropolitan Area
NIU Xinyl, KANG Ning, LI Meng

Abstract: This paper examines Shanghai urban public center system from the per-
spective of Shanghai Metropolitan Area. We compare the changes of the active popu-
lation in public centers of Shanghai during the period of 2011-2018 using mobile
phone signaling data and analyze the three evolutionary characteristics of Shanghai
public center system. First, the hierarchical characteristics of service centers for per-
manent residents have gradually faded. Second, the patrons of public centers at all
levels have become differentiated. Third, the combination of advanced producer ser-
vices and commercial services promotes the influence of public centers and trans-
forms high-level centers to serve regional functions. This study identifies three forc-
es behind the above-mentioned transformations, namely regional horizontal industrial
division for global city regions, formation of systems of inter-city "space of flows",
and globalizated informatization. It is proposed that Shanghai's public centers should
be transformed from a hierarchical to a patron-orientation system. Secondary centers
should serve the Shanghai Metropolitan Area. And integration of advanced producer
services and business services in the sub-centers should be reinforced and special at-
tention should be paid to the supportive roles of the intercity railway stations to the
sub-centers.

Keywords: public center; city center system; metropolitan area; global city region;
Shanghai
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Tab.1 Changes in the proportion of permanent residents visiting centers at different levels in 2011 and 2018
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Fig.2 Changes in the catchment area of Xujiahui sub—center and Xinzhuang district center from 2011 to 2018
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