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Practical Achievements and Reflections on the Planning of Nanjing
Metropolitan Area under Regional Cooperation
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Abstract Nanjing metropolitan area is an important carrier for the integration of the Yangtze River Delta and an important transmission area for the
development of the central and western regions in the Yangtze River Delta. Due to cross-province characteristics of the Nanjing metropolitan
area, the local government attaches great importance to the top-level design of the metropolitan area planning. Especially after the
implementation of “Nanjing Metropolitan Area Planning (2002-2020)” and “Nanjing Metropolitan Area Regional Planning (2012-2020)”,
the development of Nanjing metropolitan area has gradually embarked on the path of institutionalization and standardization. Based on the
semi-structured interviews, this paper reviews the origin of the Nanjing metropolitan area and the previous planning process of the Nanjing
metropolitan area, and summarizes the ways and integration effects of the Nanjing metropolitan area planning: promoting the generation of
urban alliances through planning consensus; promoting the formation of the three-level operation mechanism of the urban development alliance;
guiding several cooperation matters done with the intention of planning, and achieving greater integration effects in the areas of infrastructure
co-construction and sharing, public service co-prosperity, and industrial park co-construction. The planning platform attracts attention from
more stakeholders and promotes the growth of the city cooperation alliance. On this basis, this paper outlines the experience of effective
implementation of the Nanjing metropolitan area planning, and points out the lack of incentives and constraints in the planning implementation
process. In this way, the paper not only improves the practical methodology of metropolitan area planning, but also promotes the dynamic

revision of Nanjing metropolitan area planning and the timely adjustment of policies, while providing experience for other metropolitan areas.
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