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On Classification of China’ s Protected Area with National Parks as
Main Parts

Zhang Jianliang, Wang Zhi, Xu Wanggu

(Nanjing Institute of Environmental Sciences, Ministry of Environmental Protection )

Abstract: The establishment of national park system is a key reform task proposed by the Third Plenary
Session of the 18th Central Committee, and an important part of the ecological civilization progress in China.
To establish the national park system, we should first carry out the top-level design, that is, to establish a more
systematic, integrated and coordinated system of China’s protected areas. Based on tens of thousands of
protected areas that have already been established, the classification system of protected areas should take into
full account the present management situation of the protected areas. After introducing the present situation of
the operation and management of protected areas, this paper analyzes the existing problems of the protected
areas, and puts forward a set of classification schemes of the protected areas under the background of national
park system development. According to functional orientation and protection degree, the protected areas are
divided into six types: national parks, nature reserves, species and habitat reserves, natural heritage reserves,
natural landscape reserves, and resource sustainable use reserves. Compared with other types of protected
areas, national parks represent the national image with larger protection coverage, more complete ecosystem
and higher protection level. They are the most important and highest-degree protected areas and constitute an

important defense for national ecological security. The paper also systematically describes the relationship
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between the classification scheme and the existing protected areas. Finally, it proposes three suggestions on the
optimization and integration of protected areas to provide references for the development and effective
management of protected area system in China.

Key words: national park; protected area; classification system; functional orientation; optimization and

integration
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On Multiple Logics of Institutional Change of National Park

Concession

Zhang Haixia, Wu Jun
(Tourism and Urban-rural Planning School, Zhejiang Gongshang University )

Abstract: Concession as an important mechanism for national parks to promote the scientific operation,
sustainable exploitation and benefit effectiveness, has become a universally adopted system in the evolution of
national parks all over the world. The paper, from the triple dimensions of legislation, contract and finance,
analyzes the institutional logics of national park concession taking the United States, Canada and New Zealand
as examples. From the perspective of legislation management, the “level enhancement” approach in the United
States and the “legislation of authority and responsibility” approach in New Zealand have further intensified
concession system in both countries; the “standardization approach” in Canada instead has weakened the
concession system of the national park. From the perspective of contract management, the United States has
improved the quality of contracts through innovation of the bidding system on the basis of universal
“classification management”, and New Zealand has prompted the system balance by means of partial
conversion through de - centralization reform. From the perspective of fund management, the mechanism
maintaining the concession income within nation park operation which balances cost and efficiency
demonstrates strong applicability. The comparison analysis demonstrates that the change the concession
system of national park is mainly shaped by the balance of three contradictory relations, that is, legislative
authorization and sector power, contract relation and power abuse, public bidding and natural monopoly. Faced
with the multiple logics of institutional change , it” s necessary for China to update the legislation level through
defining legislative authorization and responsibility of franchise, clarifying the coverage and category of
franchise and pushing forward the mechanism reform of contract management from the centralized model to
hierarchical classification model, and thus construct a financial mechanism addressing both the needs of
public welfare and competition.

Key words : national park; concession; institutional change; institutional logic; recreation



