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The Preliminary Study of Holographic Structure of Urban Space:
The Case of Suzhou
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Abstract

The paper gave a brief introduction of space syntax and multi-scale urban space phenomenon and reviewed some
syntactic practices carried out before. By using the case of Suzhou strategic plan, it then explored the application of
space syntax in identifying urban characteristics, revealing city challenges, detecting development opportunities and

verifying proposed schemes. Based on which, it proposed a holographic structure of the urban space of Suzhou.
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SYNOPSIS

When we develop a maser plan of a city or an
urban area, we usually need to investigate its
spatial structure with respect to the contexts
at different scales, in order to give us a better
understanding of how the city or the area
spatially interacts with the multi-scaled contexts
and then depict the whole scenario of the city
or the area with varying scales. The previous
practices rely on the qualitative insights urban
planners or designers gained from their working
experiences, but lack of quantitative methods
of examining the multi-scaled mechanism for
structuring a city or an area, which is called a
holographic structure in this article. This article
argues that the theory and the method of space
syntax offer a qualitative way of revealing the
holographic structures of cities and areas.

At first, the article gave a brief introduction of
the space syntax and the creating phenomenon
of multi-scaled spatial structures, with an aim
of explaining how urban spaces are configured
at different scales from a point of view of the
space syntax theory. In particle, it addressed the
multi-scaled structuring theory that the spatial
structuring and functioning of a city or an area
are mainly characterized by the multi-scaled
contexts in which they are embedded, besides
their local features.

Second, it reviewed some syntactic practices

conducted in Suzhou and Beijing, and proposed
a four-stage method of identifying urban
characteristics, revealing city challenges,
detecting development opportunities and
assessing proposed schemes. In this way, the
holographic structures of the Suzhou city and
the Beijing CBD were illustrated and intervened,
and this was applied to the previous practice
works.

Third, it further clarified how the four-stage
method can be valid for use in the regional
planning by introducing the regional planning of
Suzhou. The spatial characters of the Suzhou city
embedded in the context of the Yangtze River
Delta (comprising Shanghai, Nanjing, Hangzhou
and other neighboring cities) were illustrated at
the regional, urban and neighbourhood scales,
which helped us to bring to light the challenges
that were not revealed by the previous studies.
The city of Suzhou, located between two regional
districts, namely the riverside district developed
by Jiangsu Province and the Hangzhou Gulf
district promoted by Zhejiang Province, seemed
to be marginalized in the Yangtze River Delta.
Therefore, the north-south corridor from
Nantong through Suzhou to Hangzhou should
be strengthened to provide more opportunities
of integrating the two provinces at the regional
scale, though the corridor from Shanghai
through Suzhou to Nanjing is still vital for the
development of Suzhou. Under this context, the
different schemes were tested and assessed at
different scales, with an attempt to give a better
option for the Suzhou.

At the end, it drew an analogy between the space
syntax method and the Chinese acupuncture
idea, in that the latter not only focuses on an
acupuncture point, but also gives weight to the
collateral channel along which acupuncture
points are distributed. It can be implied that
the space syntax achieves a holographic way of
investigating cities. D
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