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Abstract City has become a giant complicated system and been more and more vulnerable. Resilience is a new theory for the

development of city. The theory of resilience includes four typical concepts, namely, ability restoration, turbulence, system and

ability to improve. Such theory focuses on the ability to restore, including such abilities as to adapt to outside turbulence, study,

reorganize, quickly recover and react rather than the problem whether city system can be restore to the situation before disaster or

not. The establishment of indicators of city resilience should be based on four principles of conforming to the concept of resilience,

being able to compare and contrast, being representative and practicable. Such indicators include resilience of climate, economy,

community, organization, infrastructure and so on. The practice of resilience of international cities falls into three brackets, from top

to bottom, from bottom to top and both of them. Evaluating indicators of resilience have difficulties in getting empirical data, setting

stable hypothesis and quantizing invisible resilience and so on, but undoubtedly, it has become a new theory and guideline to

promote risk management of cities.

Key words resilience; disaster resilience; resilient city; risk management; indicators for resilience
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