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Reflections on Urban Design under
the Urban Governance Transition in
Beijing
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Abstract  This article reviews Beijing’s urban
design work since 1949, and sorts out the main tasks
and its development and transformation from four
aspects: the capital’s major planning and construction
project, historic protection and renewal, important
area planning and construction, management
mechanism  exploration and related standards
research. From all these works, we have drawn a lot
of valuable experience, and also recognized the lack
of normalization and coordination mechanisms, and a
series of problems brought by the government being
as the absolute core of management, which have
constrained the effecti- veness of the urban design
and are especially reflected in the construction of
public space. In the new era of urban governance
transformation, urban design is based on public
interests and particularly requires the coordination of
multiple administrative ~ departments and  the
coordination of multiple participating ~entities.
Therefore, there are three major dilemmas worth
paying attention to, including segmentation and
intertwining  of  departmental =~ management
responsibility, the game between public rights and
individual rights, and the absence of rules in the
delivery and implementation among different
planning levels. Based on this cognition, this paper
proposes  three transformations of future urban
design work in development concept, work method,
and implementation path.

Keywords urban design; development review;
governance transformation; work dilemma; three
transformations
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