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From Growth Championship to Governance Competition:the
Transformation of China’s Urban Governance Mode and Its Problems

PENG Bo, ZHAO Ji

(School of International and Public Affairs ,Shanghai Jiao Tong University ,Shanghai 200030 ,China)

[ Abstract]In the changing process from growth championship to governance competition,the policy
objectives, policy networks and evaluation methods of urban governments have undergone significant
changes. Those changes are mainly determined by the transformation of the incentive mechanism and
pressure mechanism in the vertical intergovernmental relationship. In the urban governance competition,
the administrative subcontract is weakened,while the bureaucracy is strengthened. Also, the pressure of
Tiao—kuai competition is increased,and the characteristics of territorial backstop are prominent. As the
core of game rules,the current evaluation system —indication and quantification—1is challenging to adapt
to the excellence—oriented goal in urban governance. Due to the bureaucratic pressure and improper in-
ducement of indication,urban governance innovation is generally difficult to accommodate the participa-
tion of citizens and society effectively, highlighting the characteristics of involution. It needs to be correc-
ted by some means,such as adjusting the system and mechanism,updating the evaluation method, chan-
ging the governance ideas,and so on.

[Key words]Governance Competition; Urban Governance; Administrative Subcontract; Bureaucracy;
Government Incentives
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