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High-speed Rail Economy Research and its Basic Theory Trend:
A Review

LIN Xiao-yan

(a. School of Economics and Management, b. Beijing Transportation Development Research Base,

Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract ;: The high-speed railway in China has attracted a great deal of attention in domestic and inter-
national academic circles due to its large-scale construction and rapid advancement during the past dec-
ade. The periodical literature has emerged in large numbers with different opinions. The difference and
even opposition in research conclusions mainly stems from the new patterns arising in the relationship
between transportation and the national economy, transportation and regional economy, and even the
operation of the transportation industry itself in the new historical period. There are still differing un-
derstanding on the relationship between high — speed rail and national economy, and no persuasive
theoretical explanation has been provided on the internal mechanism of the relationship between high-
speed rail and regional economy in the academia. Therefore, it is essential to sort out the research re-
sults on high-speed rail economy from dimensions like space, time, technology, and industry in order
to summarize the basic theory trend of high-speed rail economy in the future. It is believed that the ac-
celerated research on these basic theories will have important academic value and practical significance
to scientific decision making on the scale, structure, timing, mode, strategy and system of high-speed
railways so as to accomplish the major mission of high-speed railway in supporting and leading the e-
conomic and social development in the new era.

Key words: research achievements of high-speed rail economy; basic theory of high-speed rail

economy; evolution model of high-speed rail economy



