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ABSTRACT: This paper analyzes the background
and evolution of transit-oriented development (TOD)
in the United States following the time order, and
reveals the theoretical basis in urban planning and
historical background of the development of TOD.
The paper clarifies the value of the concept of TOD
in controlling the low-density urban sprawl, relieving
urban traffic problems, and achieving sustainable
development for American cities. Considering the
different urban development background between
China and the United States, this study provides a
reference for further theoretical discussion on the
application of TOD in Chinese cities.
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Fig.1 Historical line of transit-oriented development in USA
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Fig.3 Relationship between the distance from metro station to residential

area and the public transit share rate
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Fig.4 Land use re-development around station based on TOD
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Tab.1 Implementation environment of TOD in USA in the late 1990s
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Fig.5 Evolution of function of public transit in USA since early 20™ century
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Tab.2 Comparisons between smart growth based on TOD and urban sprawl relying
on AOD
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Fig.7 Role of accessibility in the interaction between

transportation and land use
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